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“EVERYBODY HAS ONE”

Mrs. Tollefson named a
Lightning Hero!
By
Zoe Gambel
Every year, The Tampa Bay Lightning
organization gives back to the community
by honoring someone who is trying to do the
same. During every home game, the
Lightning honor a person who has been
nominated to be a “community hero”. This
year, we were all so excited to find out that
our very own administrator, Mrs. Tollefson,
won that title! In addition to starting our
s ch o o l 13 ye a r a g o , M r s . To l l e f s o n
coordinates a food pantry, an annual Angel
Tree Christmas present distribution,
welcomed foster children into her family’s
home and also adopted a special needs child
with Aspergers Syndrome.
She holds a
Master’s Degree in Special Education.
Elizabeth Fraiser, the Vice President of
Philanthropy from the Tampa Bay Lightning
Foundation, visited WCA and awarded Mrs.
Tollefson a $50,000 check to go towards
our school. Once again, congratulations Mrs.
T! Thank you for everything that you do for
WCA’s students!

WCA Students Attend ATF
Acquire The Fire (ATF) is a yearly event held
one weekend in April. Youth are able to come
together to worship God. There are many fun
experiences there including sermons, drama and
music. Niara Purkett said, “I have more respect
for myself and for God since my experience at
ATF. I plan on going next year, it changed my
life.” Jaylynn Hull commented, “Acquire the Fire
was life changing and energizing. Everyone
should have that kind of experience.”

JOHN CHANTRY: “I had a great time at

KHAMARRIAN HAYES: “ATF was sooo

ASHLEY LAWTON: “ATF was really fun.

Aquire the Fire! The bands were
inspirational. My favorite part was hearing
the messages.”

good. The hotel was nice and the food was
great! It was fun hanging out with my
friends. I can’t wait to go again next year.”

The dramas were interesting, the praise
bands were awesome and they had great
music. I really want to go again!”

2013 Walk-a-thon
a great success!

SPOTLIGHT: DEVIN RANDALL

by Aaron Felix

The WCA Walk-a-thon is an
annual event where all of the
students work together to collect
funds for our school by running
laps. Students get pledges from
their family and friends before
the walk. All of the money they
raise helps to pay for our music
and art teachers and other
important things around the
school. This year, the event was
held on Friday April, 12. During
the event, the runners and
walkers
were provided with
fresh fruit and water by
members of our parent board.
This year’s walk-a-thon was a
great success. Jaymonie Hull
ran 59 laps during the one hour
event.
This was more than
a ny o n e i n t h e s c h o o l ! A J
Rommel raised $420 and earned
a prize for raising the most
money. The event raised $5200.
Thanks to everyone who
participated!

es to
Devin lo v e.
be o utsi d
Devin is one of our 6th grade students. Devin is very
adventurous, he likes to do anything outside. He
enjoys watching TV and hanging out with friends and
he also likes to play hockey. He is very happy to
announce that he just had his coming of age party,
also known as a Bar Mitzvah.

ABOUT ME

Name: Megan Peck
Grade: 7th
Favorite Music: Hip
Hop
Hobbies: Megan loves
to listen to music and
dancing.
Fun Facts: Megan is an
active member at her
church, Gulfcoast. Megan
and her youth group
recently competed in the
2013 COG Teen Talent
Competition.
Advice for her
classmates: “Keep
growing! No one wants
to stay five feet tall,
TRUST ME!” 	


Poll Results
What is your favorite pet?

Dogs	


65%

Cats 	


29%

Other 	


6%

Yearbook staff finishes “Lights,
Camera, Action!”
After months of taking pictures, interviewing students and writing
stories, the 2013 yearbook is finally finished. While other students
were busy doing other activities during their Friday clubs, the
journalism club was working very hard to make sure our yearbook was
something everyone at Woodlawn could be proud of.
The theme this year was “Lights, Camera, Action.” All of the students at
WCA are the stars of the book. The yearbook staff even did a special
photo shoot where students were encouraged to dress up and act like
movie stars. Putting together the yearbook was a lot of work, but also a
lot of fun. Zoe Gambel, a junior, was the book’s editor. She did a great
job motivating the staff and keeping everyone together. We want to
thank everyone who helped us this year. We hope everyone enjoyed
their yearbook and will treasure it for years to come!

	
  

Congratulations Graduates
by Zoe Gambel
11th Grade
All of Woodlawn’s staff and students would like to congratulate
our 2013 graduates: John Dean, Alex Clarke, John Chantry, Megan
Chavis, Robbyn Wingfield, Maria Gelep and Ryan Prince. On May 30,
these seven students will be walking the stage and accepting their
diplomas after 12 long years! We are very proud of our seniors and
their accomplishments. After high school, some want to go medical
school, others want to study child services and a few are undecided. No
matter what your decisions, we are here to support each and every one
of you! Although you’re leaving the school, you won’t be leaving our
hearts. Once again, congratulations class of 2013! YOU MADE IT!

End of Year Dates
May 30

2013 Graduation
May 31

Final Day
Early Release

2013-2014 Dates
August 13

First Day of School
August 30

No School
September 2

No School
September 4

Open House

FROM THE ADMINISTRATION
Woodlawn Community Academy’s “Issues” is written for students by
students. Our goal for this newspaper is to give our students the
opportunity to practice their written communication skills in a practical
and fun way.
The teachers and parents at Woodlawn Community Academy strongly
believe that the right education makes a world of difference in the lives of
both mainstream and exceptional students. We are a Christian School that
offers individualized instruction to all students.

DONATIONS
If you would like to make a donation for a specific project or for our general
operations please visit our fundraising page at www.wcagive.org
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